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Huskies LeaderThe

From Brad Best, Superintendent...

To our parents and supporters,

PowerSchool - Get the APP!

Many of you access grades through 
PowerSchool, but don’t have the app. 
The app is a little more user friendly 
than through the computer.  Parents 
and students can both use the app.  
One advantage is you don’t have to log 
in every time.  Simply open the app to 
view the account of your student(s).  A 
second advantage; you will receive a 
notification with an up to date grade 
each time a teacher adds an 
assignment.  Everything you check 
from the computer, you can check on 
the app.  You will need to know the 
school’s access code:  GGXN.  Then, 
log in with the username and password 
you created for PowerSchool on the 
web (if you haven’t done this, you will 
need to).  See Tim Carr if you have 
additional questions or need help.

OUR MISSION:  Heartland Community Schools-Henderson/
Bradshaw strives to provide challenging educational 
opportunities for ALL students to reach their highest level of 
excellence.

! There has been a lot of discussion across the state and in the legislature 
surrounding how property taxes are out of control and that they must be reduced. It 
sounds familiar, doesn’t it?  Many people and legislators in Lincoln believe that the 
schools continually increase their tax asking every year and that we should reduce our 
budgets to provide this relief. The reality is that over the last 10 years, the state has 
provided less funding for schools and pushed the responsibility of those expenses 
back on the local property owners. In the first year as Heartland (98-99), the district 
received $576,000 in state aid. For the last several years, we have been considered an 
unequalized district, which means that we do not receive funding through the state aid 
formula. 

 Between 70-80% of a school’s budget is to pay for items mandated by our 
same state legislature. We have no control over those expenses. What we are 
experiencing is not a school spending issue; it is a state funding issue.  To fund the 
state budget, we need a tax system that is fair and balanced for all Nebraska 
taxpayers in every school district.
	 In the Heartland district, we have asked our taxpayers for less money each of 
the last 4 years. Because this trend will not last forever, we need to motivate our state 
senators to come up with a solution. We are closely monitoring the current bills being 
discussed in Lincoln. I encourage you to make your voice heard with our local 
representatives and encourage them to step up and deliver the funding that they have 
taken away over the last 10 years in order to relieve property owners. I do believe that 
they will pass some form of property tax relief this session.  I hope that they do so 
without penalizing those of us that have been fiscally responsible. 

 It is always worrisome when the state or federal government steps in and tells 
the local government what they can and cannot do, especially in an area where we 
have locally elected officials to make those decisions.  Our school board has done a 
great job in being sensitive to the property tax issues while providing a great school 
system for our children.  I don’t want someone else assuming more control of the great 
situation we have going for us.  I am not sure we will have a choice in the end, but you 
can make a difference in making sure our legislators hear your story and experience 
concerning property taxes.
	 If you have not done so, please check out our student run business, HCS 
Customs, on the web at hcscustoms.com.  They offer many student created products 
which can be ordered online and all proceeds go back into the business for additional 
learning opportunities.
	 Have a great spring season!

http://hcscustoms.com
http://hcscustoms.com
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Superintendent
BRAD BEST

Ext. 205
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Ext. 211
cgreenwall@heartlandschools.net

Superintendent’s
Administrative Assistant

Barb Senff           
Ext. 201

bsenff@heartlandschools.net

Drivers Education for 2019  
Drivers Education classes will be offered to Heartland 
students through Nebraska Drives.  The classes will take 
place at Heartland Community Schools in Henderson.  It is 
open to all area students who are 14 years of age by October 
1, 2019.  All students need a permit as soon as possible.  The 
fee for the class is $355.00 per student.  Register by calling 
402-723-4595.  Checks should be made out to Nebraska 
Drives and sent to PO Box 345, Henderson, NE, 68371.  The 
fee must be paid by the first day of class.  There is a $25 fee for being a "no show" for 
the drive labs.
Only one session will be offered this summer, June 24th through June 27th, from 
8:00am to 1:00pm with driving scheduled on students' own time.  If you have any 
questions, please contact David Coleman at 402-723-4595.

Annual German Smorgasbord
The Heartland Band Parents held the annual German Smorgasbord 
Saturday, March 16, 2019.  The Smorgasbord was started in 1956 and is 
held on the third Saturday in March.
Band parent families prepare food and work the day of the Smorgasbord.  
The senior band members served food for a period of time to meet the 
public as they went through the line.  Every parent had a standard recipe 
to prepare their food.  The Smorgasbord committee also utilizes alumni 
band parents who donate time and food to make the Smorgasbord 
possible.  This group no longer has children in school but willingly 
volunteers to help.  This year, parents and students served 1273 people!
The money raised from the Smorgasbord is used for purchasing band 
uniforms, larger school instruments, and other band equipment.  An 
average cost for a single band uniform is $525.00.
Smorgasbord is a great community event that pulls Heartland families of 
the Henderson and Bradshaw communities together for a special day.

On April 13, 2019, we will hold the Junior-Senior Prom.  There will be a meal for 
the Juniors and Seniors and their guests at 6:30pm in the south gym.  The cost for 
the meal is $15.00 for Juniors, $15.00 for a guest, and complimentary for Seniors.  
After the meal, the students will do a walk-through starting at 7:45pm.  The 9-12 
student body, parents, and guests are invited to the Royalty Ceremony held in the 
school theater starting at 8:15pm.  The prom dance will be held in the south gym 
starting at 9:00pm.  Students will need to purchase a $5.00 ticket to the dance and 
post prom activities from the High School office.  All activities are chaperoned by 
parents.  We will let parents know if your child leaves before the conclusion of the 
prom activities (2:00am).

mailto:bbest@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:bbest@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:sgerken@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:sgerken@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:cpeters@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:cpeters@heartlandschools.net?subject=


  HEARTLAND COMMUNITY SCHOOL NEWS! APRIL 2019

PAGE 3

2019 Golf Team
Seniors: Audric Bulin, Benjamin Mestl, Peyton Ott
Juniors: Morgan Maltsberger, Cade Oswald, Harmon Perez, Reagan 
               Weisheit
Sophomores: Heath Perez, Wyatt Regier, Zachary Wichman
Freshmen: Alex Goertzen, Eli Hiebner, Mason Hiebner, Tyler Lewis

2019 Heartland Track Roster
Seniors:  Bryce Allen, Kate Bergen, Olivia Casper, Brooklyn Epp, Colton Monnier, Daniela       
                  Rodriquez, Raphaela Weber
Juniors:  Devyn Bell, Timberly Carr, Katelyn Gage, Trevor Goertzen, Allison Kroeker, Jared
                  Nunnenkamp, Odessa Ohrt, Joshua Quiring, Aidan Swartzendruber, Kalea
                  Wetjen, Rhianna Wilhelm
Sophomores:  Nolan Boehr, Kaelyn Buller, Dominic Clevenger, Tobin Glinsmann,
                           Maverick Hiebner, Lauren Quiring, Seth Randles, Cooper Regier, 
                           Taylynn Scheil, Cassidy Siebert, Cord Spencer, Wynema Stracener
Freshman:  Trajan Arbuck, Ashley Brown, Cynthia Cerveny, Ella Friesen, Aaron
                       Goertzen, Dawson Ohrt, Carson Ott, Mason Regier, Kale Wetjen
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AMERICAN MOTHER CONTEST

 Fifth grader, Aiyden Franssen, was chosen as one of the top 10 finalists in the 
 “Nebraska 5th Grade Essay Contest”.  Aiyden and her family have been invited 
 to attend a Recognition Ceremony at the State Capital in Lincoln on Thursday, 
 March 28th, 2019 at 10:00am.  All finalists receive a plaque and read their essay in 
 the Warner Chamber in front of a group of members of the American Mothers, 
 Inc., and possibly the Governor.  The first place essay will be announced at this 
 event and be sent to the National Competition.  Nearly 250 essays from across 
 the state were judged by Senior College English/Literature/Education majors.  
 Congratulations Aiyden!  (Pictured is Aiyden and her mother Tess)

READ ACROSS AMERICA

First graders spent the week celebrating “Read Across America” with a 
special group project.  Each group picked a Dr. Seuss book to make into a 
town.  Each day students found nouns, verbs, adjectives, and rhyming words 
from their book to draw and make into a “town”.  At the end of the week, 
students presented their towns to the rest of the class.  Also, throughout the 
week we discussed reasons why it is important to read beyond school and 
books.  We discussed how billboards give information, being able to read a 
menu, reading road signs, and how to navigate through a newspaper.  Each 
day we had a surprise reader come into the classroom and read his/her 
favorite book to us.  We finished our week of projects and hard work with a 
pajama day and reading around the school, following the idea of Dr. Seuss’s 
book “Green Eggs and Ham”.
First Picture: Learning to read a newspaper, looking for nouns, adjectives, 
and verbs; Second Picture:  Reading in the principal’s office; Third 
Picture:  NHS doing “A Wocket in my Pocket” activity with us.

mailto:tcarr@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:tcarr@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:jtessman@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:jtessman@heartlandschools.net?subject=
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  Girls On The Run (GOTR) of York County 5K
  Saturday, May 4th, 2019 @ 10:00am

  York High School Track Area
  1005 Duke Drive
  York, Nebraska

 The 5k is open to males and females of all ages.  Walkers are welcome!
 April 10th is the deadline for online registration.  April 5th is the last
 day to guarantee a 5K shirt.  You may still do a on-site registration
 from 9:00am to 9:45am on May 4th.
 For more information about Girls on the Run and to register, visit 
 our website: www.gotrnebraska.org/5k-information/
 We are also seeking volunteers to help on race day, whether it be on
 the race route, the registration table, the happy hair station, or a 
 variety of other jobs.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact
 Deb Potter at 402-483-0373.

Quiz Bowl and Math Teams
Over 20 students have been practicing all year during their Wednesday lunch hour to prepare for Quiz Bowl and Mathematics competitions.  
The seasons started in September and continued through the spring.  The fall semester found the Quiz Bowl team competing at the Young 
Women’s competition held in Seward and the Freshman competition, also held in Seward.  We also had a group of students attend the Nebraska 
Wesleyan Quiz Bowl competition in Lincoln.  The NWU competition allowed us to compete against much larger schools in a new environment.  
It was a great experience for everyone.  In November, the Mathematics team attended the 29th annual UNL Math Day in Lincoln.  Each 
competition allowed different students to compete and even though we didn’t bring home any medals, you can be assured that Heartland was 
well represented.
March has brought crazy weather, but it has also given us more opportunities to compete.  On March 4th, Heartland had two Quiz Bowl teams 
compete at the SNC competition held in Hebron.  After a late start due to weather, the two teams competed against other conference schools.  
The first two rounds in the morning were warm-ups for the afternoon double-elimination tournament.  Both teams performed well, but we did 
not finish in the top four.  The second competition in March occurred on March 15th at Wesleyan University.  Due to a schedule conflict with 
track, not all of the students were able to attend.  We were able to take a Freshman team, a Sophomore team, and a team made up of Juniors and 
Seniors.  The teams faced larger schools, such as Blair, Waverly, and Crete.  Each of the teams won multiple games and again, represented 
Heartland proudly.
The last week of March will find the Mathematics team attending the Annual Harvard Math Day and the Quiz Bowl team will attend the ESU 6 
Quiz Bowl competition in Seward.  If the team is able to finish as one of the top two teams, they will qualify for the state competition.
It has been my pleasure to work with these talented students.  Seniors: Kate Bergen, Audric Bulin, Olivia Casper, Noah Hiebner, Benjamin 
Mestl, Colton Monnier, and Peyton Ott.  Juniors: Timberly Carr, Grace Janzen, Odessa Ohrt, Halle Peters, Kalea Wetjen, and Rhianna Wilhelm.  
Sophomores: Nolan Boehr, Tobin Glinsmann, Ellyn Hall, Lauren Quiring, Cooper Regier, Taylynn Scheil, and Wynema Stracener.  Freshmen: 
Lisa Buller, Aaron Goertzen, Eli Hiebner, Tyler Lewis, Elizabeth Mestl, and Kale Wetjen.
Our seasons would not have been as successful without the help of additional staff members.  Ms. Margalee Thomas, Mrs. Gina Mestl, Mrs. 
Tonya Carr, and Ms. Aubrey Tate graciously helped both teams by driving an additional vehicle and coaching one of the teams.  Thank you to 
Mr. Matt Quiring for making sure we always had a vehicle or two ready to go for our early departures.  Thank you to Mrs. Charlotte Greenwall 
for making sure fees had been paid and we had money to make our trip to DQ.  Special thanks to Mrs. Connie Brown for making sure we looked 
good in our team shirts.  The future of the Heartland Quiz Bowl and Math Teams is very promising!

NWU Quiz Bowl UNL Math Day 9th Grade Quiz Bowl Women’s Quiz Bowl

mailto:chuebert@heartlandschools.net
mailto:chuebert@heartlandschools.net
http://www.gotrnebraska.or/5k-infomration/
http://www.gotrnebraska.or/5k-infomration/
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AMERICAN MOTHER CONTEST
Fifth graders published a book called “The Best Part of Me”, in which they showcased their favorite part of 
themselves.  Everything from hands, feet, and brains were appreciated by the students.  If you know a fifth 
grader who ordered a book, ask them if you can read it!  You can also read their published book in Mrs. 
Maltsberger’s room.

FBLA Members Compete at the Peru State College Business Contest
Fifteen Heartland FBLA members competed at the Peru State College Business Contest on February 13th.               
This business competition gave the Heartland FBLA members the opportunity to take practice tests to prepare 
for the State Leadership Conference which will be held in Omaha on April 4th through April 6th.  Tests were 
taken in the following areas:  Accounting, Business, Communication, Business Ethics, Business Law, Business 
Math, Computer Concepts, Economics, Entrepreneurship, Introduction to Business, Keyboarding, Marketing, 
Personal Finance, Web Page Design, and Word Processing. 
Colton Monnier received 2nd place in Marketing and 3rd place in Economics; Timberly Carr received 3rd place 
in Advanced Accounting; Grace Janzen placed 5th in Business Ethics; Odessa Ohrt received 3rd place in 
Marketing and 5th place in Personal Finance; Elizabeth Mestl placed 3rd in Keyboarding Skills; Dawson Ohrt 
placed 3rd in Word Processing; and Kale Wetjen received 4th place in Business Math and 5th place in 
Introduction to Business.
Congratulations to these Heartland FBLA members!

Front Row, left to right:  Ellyn Hall, Elizabeth Mestl, Ashley Brown, Kaelyn Buller, and Odessa Ohrt
Back Row, left to right:  Kale Wetjen, Grace Janzen, Dawson Ohrt, Jade Hiebner, Tobin Glinsmann, 
                                         Colton Monnier, Cooper Regier, Timberly Carr, Wyatt Regier, and Cynthia Cerveny
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Scholastic Book Fair 

The Scholastic Book Fair 
was held March 4th & 5th 
at Heartland Community 
Schools. Thank you to 
everyone who visited and 
purchased books for your 
family and your child's 
classroom. With your 
generosity, 150 books went 
into the classrooms! 

         Heartland Preschool 
                 Kindergarten
             Transition Visits

 All PreK children are invited to join Heartland 
 Preschool and Bethesda Preschool students in the
 Elementary Library at 2:15pm on the dates listed 
 below.  The children will visit different school places 
 and people in preparation for kindergarten.  Please 
 contact the school office if you plan to bring your
 child for these transition visits.  Parents can call Dot
 Quiring, Heartland Preschool teacher, with questions
 at 402-723-4434 (school).

Transition Visit Dates

Monday, April 8, 2019

Wednesday, April 10, 2019

Monday, April 15, 2019

Wednesday, April 17, 2019

April “To Do” List
% % Seniors
! ! ___Continue applying for scholarships.
! ! ___Make your final college decision.
! ! ___Start purchasing dorm essentials.
! ! ___Start looking for a summer job.
! ! Juniors
! ! ___Attend a college fair in your area.
! ! ___Schedule campus visits while colleges are still in session.
! ! ___Register by May 3 for the June 8 ACT.
! ! ___Start looking for scholarships.

                    Elementary State Testing Dates
!
!
! April 2nd - 5th grade Science
! April 4th - 5th grade Science
! April 9th, 10th, 11th - 3rd, 4th, 5th & 6th grades English Language 
                                                          Arts                            
% April 16th, 17th, 18th - 4th, 5th, & 6th grades Math
! April 16th, 17th, 23rd - 3rd grade Math

Junior High State Testing Dates
% April 9th, 10th - 8th grade Science
! April 16th, 17th - 7th, 8th grades Math
! April 23rd, 24th - 7th, 8th grades English Language Arts

High School Testing Date
% April 2nd - 11th grade ACT

! !   Test Taking Tips for Parents & Students

•   Mark testing days on your calendar to remind your child.
•   Make sure your child gets an ample amount of sleep the 
    night before the test.
•   Eat a nutritious breakfast.
•   Help the child visualize success.  Encourage them to
    rehearse what it will feel like to get a good score on the
    test.
•   Use positive language when talking about the 
    expectations of the test.
•   Keep a positive attitude about testing in general
    around your child and emphasize their ability to
    demonstrate what they have learned.
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April 2, 2019
ACT Test for Juniors

April 3-5, 2019
FFA State Convention

April 4-6, 2019
FBLA State Convention

April 8, 2019
National Honor Society Banquet

7:00pm
School Board Meeting

8:00pm

April 11-12, 2019
District Music Contest - TBD

April 13, 2019
Prom, 6:30pm/Dance, 9:00pm

April 15, 2019
FFA Banquet, 6:00pm 

April 19-22, 2019
NO SCHOOL

April 25, 2019
Elementary Field Day

April 26, 2019
Elementary Field Day (Make-up date)

April 27, 2019
Early Learning Guidelines (ELG)

9:00am - 4:00pm

April 29, 2019
National Honor Society Banquet, 

7:00pm

April 30, 2019
Art Show & Awards Night

6:30pm
The Elementary Field 
Day will be held on April 
25th, 2019, starting at 
12:00 pm.  

Heartland Community School 
Preschool Program  

 
 

Heartland Preschool is now taking applications for the 2019-
2020 school year.  There will again be two half-day sessions 

offered daily.  3-year-olds will attend mornings, 8:00am-
11:15am, and 4&5-year-olds will attend afternoons, 12:15pm-
3:30pm.  Sessions are held 4 days per week, Monday through 

Thursday.  Children may attend 2 or 4 days per week. 
 

Sessions Start August 19th, 2019 
 

Tuition:  2 days per week - $65/month;  
4 days per week - $130/month 

 
Tuition will be billed monthly on the 1st of the month and is due on the 10th of the 
month.  Families may apply for tuition assistance.  A cost increase may go into 
effect for the 2019-2020 school year if determined by the Heartland School 
Board. The schedule for children verified for Special Education services will be 

defined by their Individual Education Plan (IEP) and there will be no cost to parents 
for tuition. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Interested parents can pick up an application form at the 

Heartland School office and then return the form after 
completing it.  Parents will be contacted in early June 

concerning their child’s application.  Parents can contact Dot 
Quiring, Heartland Preschool teacher, with questions –  

(402) 723-4434 (school). 

Benefits: 
ü Highly qualified, experienced staff who enjoy 

children’s energy and curiosity   
ü Language-enriched environment with emphasis in 

early literacy development 
ü Play opportunities to facilitate growth in all 

developmental areas, including school readiness skills 
ü Easy transition to an elementary school setting          
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CENSUS DATA 
 
Once again, Heartland Community Schools will be conducting a school census during the month 

of June.  In order to get the most accurate and complete number and names of persons living 
within our district, we are asking the patrons to complete the attached questionnaire.  It is 

important for one form to be filled out for each household that has children aged birth to 21 
years, even if your children do not attend Heartland Community Schools.  Please return the 

completed questionnaire to the school office or mail to the Superintendent’s Office,  
1501 Front Street, Henderson, NE 68371. 

 
This information affects our state funding, so it is very important that we have current and 

accurate data. 
 
 
FAMILY NAME: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
FATHER: ___________________________  MOTHER: _______________________________  
 
ADDRESS: _______________________    _______ PHONE: ______________________ 
                    Street No.                                  P.O. Box      
         
______________________________________ COUNTY OF RESIDENCE: ____________ 
City, State, Zip Code 
 
NAMES OF ALL CHILDREN FROM BIRTH TO 21 YEARS (include children attending 
college who are living away from home or serving in the Armed Forces) 
 
NAME      DATE OF BIRTH   PLACE OF BIRTH    GENDER   GRADE 
       Month/Day/Year       City/State      (2019-20) 
 
__________________    ______________ _______________ M F _________ 
__________________    ______________ _______________ M F _________ 
__________________    ______________ _______________ M F _________ 
__________________    ______________ _______________ M F _________ 
__________________    ______________ _______________ M F _________ 
__________________    ______________ _______________ M F _________ 
__________________    ______________ _______________ M F _________ 
__________________    ______________ _______________ M F _________ 
 
        (Not attending school 0; Preschool P; Kindergarten K; Grades 1-12; Graduated G) 
 

PLEASE COMPLETE & RETURN THIS FORM 
BY MAY 15th, 2019 

EVEN IF YOUR CHILDREN DO NOT ATTEND 
HEARTLAND COMMUNITY SCHOOLS. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION! 
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May Reminders

May 4, 2019
GOTR 5k in York, 10:00am

May 5, 2019
Graduation, 2:30pm

May 13, 2019
Elementary Spring Sing, 2:00pm
School Board Meeting, 8:00pm

May 22, 2019
Earliest Last Day of School

May 24, 2019
Latest Last Day of School

ECRWSS
POSTAL CUSTOMER

Office of the Superintendent

Heartland Community Schools

1501 Front Street

Henderson, NE 68371

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage PAID

Permit 26

Henderson, NE 68371

EIGHTH GRADE TOUR OF HUDL & SOUTHEAST 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE ON MARCH 5TH

              
% Congratulations to       
                      Jacob Buller!!!

               Jacob placed 6th 
          at the District Spelling 
               Bee in Fairbury!


